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TO  THE 


Moft  Excellent  Majesty. 


SIR / 

"F  T  would  be  a  Defeat  both  in  Grati- 
tude  and  Duty,  if  the  firft  Difcourfe 
from  the  Pulpit  in  Favour  of  Inocula¬ 
tion,  was  not  moft  humbly  infcribed  to 
Your  Majesty. 


The  Nation,  among  numerous  other 
Inftances  of  paternal  Regard,  ftands  obli¬ 
ged  to  Your  Majesty’s  Goodnefs  and 
Refolution,  for  the  Introduction  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  that  falutary  Practice. 

The  very  early  Concern  Y our  Majesty 
fhewed  for  the  Safety  and  Happinefs  of 
this  Kingdom,  by  expofing  Your  own  va¬ 
luable  Life,  with  great  Intrepidity,  to  all 
the  Hazards  of  War,  was  again  apparent, 
when,  with  equal  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  You 

A  2  expofed 
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expofed  the  important  Lives  of  Your  own 
tender  and  Royal  Offspring,  in  the  firfl 
Experiments  made  in  Britain  of  the  Effects 
of  this  Method  of  communicating  an  o- 
therwife  dangerous  and  often  fatal  Difeafe. 

And  probably  to  this  Operation  we 
owe  the  Life  of  that  illuftrious  Prince, 
to  whom,  under  Divine  Providence,  this 
Nation,  and  the  whole  Proteftant  Inte- 
reff  are  fo  deeply  indebted,  for  the  happy 
Victory  at  the  Battle  of  Colloden . 

That  Your  Majesty’s  vigilant  At¬ 
tention  to  the  Welfare  of  Your  People,  in 
all  RefpeSts,  may  be  rewarded  with  a  very 
long  and  happy  Reign  upon  Earth,  and 
crowned  with  immortal  Glory  in  Heaven, 
is  the  ardent  Prayer  of, 

S’  I  R! 

Tour  MA.J  E  ST  YV 

Mofl  obliged ,  and  mojl  devoted 

: 

SubjeEl  and  Servant , 

f  4  4  <r  .  k  T 

Isaac  Worcester. 


Isaiah  LVIII.  7. 

■And  that  thou  bring  the  Poor  that 
are  caft  out ,  to  thy  Houfe . 


THESE  Words  are  Part  of  a  De- 
fcription  of  that  Humiliation  and 
Worfhip,  that  is  really  acceptable 
to  the  great  Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
World  ;  as  highly  proper  in  itfelf,  and  as 
a  juft  Imitation  of  his  divine  Goodnefs, 
which  regardeth  the  Prayer  of  the  poor  JDe- 
Jl it ute,  and  defpifeth  not  his  Deftre ;  and. 
which,  in  the  facred  Writings,  is  fo  fre¬ 
quently  reprefented,  both  as  an  Example 
and  an  Encouragement  to  human  Benevo¬ 
lence. 

Is  not  this  the  Faft ,  fays  Almighty  God, 
ver.  6,  that  I  have  ch often,  to  loofte  the  Bands 

b  ...  «/ 
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of  PFickednefs, — to  undo  the  heavy  Burdens ; 
— is  it  not  to  deal  thy  Bread  to  the  Hungry  ; 
and  that  thou  bring  the  Poor  that  are  cajl 
out ,  (call  out  and  affliBed ,  as  the  original 
Word  alfo  lignifies)  to  thy  Houfe  ?  and  that 
thou  hide  not  thyfelf  from  thine  own  Flefh  f 

The  fore  Diftrefs  of  our  Fellow-creatures, 
our  own  Flelh,  literally  cajl  out  and  affliEied, 
which  occalions  the  prefent  Solemnity,  falls 
very  naturally  under  the  Command  of  the 
Text,  Bring  the  Poor  that  are  caft  out  to 
thy  Houfe. 

The  Small  Pox  is  a  well  known  Diflem- 
per,  to  which  Providence  has  been  pleafed 
to  fubjedt  Mankind,  the  Seeds  of  it  being 
intermixed  with  the  human  Conftitution  ; 
this  may  be  faid  in  general ,  becaufe  the  In- 
ftances  of  thofe,  who  pafs  through  Life,  af¬ 
ter  having  arrived  at  Manhood,  and  hav¬ 
ing  been  within  the  Reach  of  InfeSlion ,  are  fo 
extremely  few,  as  fcarce  to  form  an  Excep¬ 
tion  ;  learned  Calculations  have  made  it  as 
one  to  many  Hundreds. 

At  the  fame  Time,  this  almof  univerfal 
Difeafe  is  very  loathfome  and  naufeous  both 
to  the  Sufferers  and  thofe  who  attend  them  ; 

2  fo 
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fo  fpreading  and  infe&ious ,  as  to  prevent  all 
friendly  Abidance  from  Perfons  who  have 
not  themfelves  undergone  the  Diftemper  ; 
and  like  wife  io  pernicious  and  fatal,  as,  upon 
a  very  moderate  Calculation,  to  deftroy  one 
in  f  even  of  all  whom  it  attacks,  and  very 
often  in  much  greater  Proportion.  An  In¬ 
strument  of  Death  that  flays  without  Dis¬ 
tinction  !  Youth  and  Beauty,  Dignity  and 
Power,  Wealth,  and  Affluence,  are  no  Pro¬ 
tection  ;  the  Palace  and  the  Cottage  Hand 
in  this  refpeCt  upon  a  Level,  and  the  Rich 
and  the  Poor  meet  and  fall  together  ;  pofli- 
bly  with  fome  Difadvantage  to  the  former, 
if  their  Blood  has  been  inflamed  by  luxu¬ 
rious  Diet  and  high  Living. 

And  where  Numbers  of  Men  are  col¬ 
lected  together,  as  in  Garrifons,  Regiments, 
or  the  Crew  of  a  Ship,  the  Havock  is  prodi¬ 
gious;  which  in  fome  Junctures  has  been , 
and  therefore  may  be,  highly  prejudicial  in  a 
national  View ,  betides  the  Lofs  of  Lives. 

The  Confufion  and  Terror  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  the  Cejfation  of  Trade  and  Bufinefs, 
and  the  great  Slaughter  made  by  this  dread¬ 
ful  Malady  when,  like  a  defraying  Angel , 

B  2  it 
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it  attacks  populous  Towns  and  Villages,  are 
extreamly  certain  and  notorious. 

Now,  the  general  View  of  the  prefen t 
charitable  Undertaking,  is  with  God’s  Blel- 
iing,  to  render  this  grievous  Diftemper  lefs 
deftru  (Stive,  and  diminifh  that  horrid  De¬ 
valuation  which  it  now  continually  makes 
among  the  human  Species. 

And  the  Relief  here  propos’d  to  the 
Poor,  is  accordingly  purfued  by  two  dif¬ 
ferent  Methods ;  the  one  is,  as  it  were 
preventive ,  to  leften  the  Violence  and  the 
Danger  of  this  malignant  Difeafe ;  the  o- 
ther  is  to  fupply  indigent,  diftrefs’d,  Pa¬ 
tients,  who  aSlually  labour  under  it  by 
common  InfeSlion ,  with  all  neceffary  AfTift- 
ance  and  Relief.  The  Aim  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  Method  is  this,  viz.  After  due  Prepa¬ 
ration,  in  a  know n,  vilible  Manner,  to  raife 
that  Commotion  in  the  Blood,  which  fends 
forth  into  the  Surface  of  the  Body  the  latent 
Materials  of  this  Diftemper  fo  very  dangerous, 
when  excited  in  the  common  Way  by  infec¬ 
tious  Particles  unperceived.  It  feems  there¬ 
fore  (like  the  railing  a  Fit  of  the  Gout,  when 
the  Particles  of  that  painful  Malady  are  dif- 
2  perfed 


aerfed  thro’  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood)  not 
:  o  properly  the  giving  a  Diftemper  to  a  hu¬ 
man  Body  intirely  free  from  and  out  of  Dan¬ 
ger  of  that  Diftemper,  as  drooling  the  fa- 
fejl  Time  and  Manner  of  caufing  a  Difor- 
der,  otherwife  ahnoft  unavoidable  in  a  Way 
extremely  more  pernicious,  the  Fuel  there¬ 
of  being  lodged  within  us.  An  Intention 
beyond  all  Difpute  worthy  of  much  Appro¬ 
bation  ;  and  which  ffiould  always  be  pur- 
fued  with  the  utmoft  Care  and  Precaution 
both  in  the  Choice  of  the  Perfon  from 
whom  the  infe&ious  Matter  is  collected,  and 
of  unexceptionable  Subje&s,  upon  whom 
the  Operation  is  perform’d. 

It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  Difquifition, 
which  is  the  propereft  Method  of  defgnedly 
railing  this  Diforder  in  the  Human  Frame, 
by  carrying  the  Perfon  that  is  to  receive  it 
to  the  contagious  Steams  or  Effluvia ;  or, 
bringing  to  him  the  infe&ed  Matter.  Reli¬ 
gious  Difficulties  ( if  any  Jlill  remain  concern¬ 
ing  a  Practice,  that  has  preferv’d  fo  many 
Lives,  and  prevented  the  heavieft  Grief  in 
fo  many  Families)  are  exa&ly  the  fame ,  in 
either  Method  of  voluntary  Communication. ' 

For 
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For  ’tis  no  more  invading  the  Preroga¬ 
tive  of  Heaven,  to  occahon  one  eafy  and 
voluntary  Conveyance  of  the  Infection  than 
another  ;  by  a  flight  and  hardly  fenfible  Ra- 
fure  upon  the  Skin  of  the  Arm,  than  com¬ 
municating  the  fame  Diftemper  by  invifi- 
ble  Particles,  to  that  tender  Organ  the 
Lungs,  which  are  fo  frequently  affected  by 
the  Venom  of  this  Difeafe,  when  contracted 
by  the  Breath,  or  receiving  into  the  Body 
infected  Particles  in  what  is  called  the  na¬ 
tural  Way. 

Were  this  preventive  Method  univerfally 
fuccefsful ,  and  never  once  to  fail  in  any  In* 
fiance  whatfoever,  ’tis  fcarce  to  be  prefumed 
that  any  Objection  would  be  raifed  againft 
a  falutary  Expedient,  to  preferve  from  De¬ 
fir  uCt  ion  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  human  Spe¬ 
cies,  as  daily  fall  by  this  mortal  Enemy, 
when  it  attacks  Men  as  it  were  in  the  Dark, 
igiwrant  of,  and  unprepar  d  for  the  Afiault. 

This  Method  of  Inoculation  would  then 
be  no  more  liable  to  Cenfure,  than  the  mak¬ 
ing  a  voluntary  Wound,  by  Incijlon ,  to 
form  a  neceffary  Drain  ;  or  adminiftring 
any  operative  Medicine,  which  upon  re- 


peated  ’Trials  had  p rov'd  an  unfailing  Secu¬ 
rity  againft  any  other  dangerous  and  pre¬ 
vailing  Peftilence  or  Contagion. 

But,  in  order  to  excite  and  fecure  a  De¬ 
pendence  upon  his  Divine  Providence ,  the 
Great  Governor  of  the  World  has  appoint¬ 
ed  that  no  human  Affairs,  not  even  our  ne- 
ceffary  Suflenance ,  fhould  be  attended  with 
inch  abfolute  Certainty  j  a  very  wife  Ap¬ 
pointment  !  That  vain  Man  might  not  fancy 
himfelf  an  independent  Being,  but  among  all 
the  Changes  and  Chances  of  this  mortal  Life, 
fhould  ftill  look  up  unto,  becaufe  he  can 
only  be  defended  by,  God’s  mold  gracious 
and  ready  Help. 

Experience  alone  muff  determine  the 
good  or  bad  Confequences  of  this  artificial 
Infection,  as  it  ought  to  do  in  all  other 
medical  Attempts,  which  in  many  Inftances 
are,  in  reality ,  little  more  than  curing  or 
alleviating  one  Diftemper,  by  exciting  or  in¬ 
troducing  another.  And  in  this  View  the 
Method,  now  under  Confideration,  of  lef- 
fening  the  Hazard  of  a  very  mortal  Dif- 
eafe,  fhould  be  confidered  in  the  fame  Light 
as  every  other  Antidote ,  or  preventive  At¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  in  Phyfic  or  Surgery,  againft  any  pro¬ 
bable,  almoft  certain  Malady,  internal  or 
external.  I  forbear  therefore  to  derive  any 
Strength  to  the  Argument,  from  the  great 
Number  of  noble ,  venerable ,  and  worthy  Per- 
Ions  of  every  Rank  and  ProfeJJiony  who  ap¬ 
pear  the  public  Advocates  of  this  compaf- 
iionate  Defign :  Let  it  Hand  upon  its  own 
proper  Evidence,  and  Foundation. 

A  safe  Paffage  thro’  this  Diftemper,  like 
the  emancipating  Slaves ,  is  a  Deliverance 
to  vaft  Numbers  of  People,  kept  as  it  were 
in  Bondage ;  who,  before  they  have  under¬ 
gone  this  abhorred  Difeafe,  are  excluded 
from  many  Offices  of  Life,  and  prevented 
from  purfuing  their  neceflary  Bufinefs ;  and 
it  gives  Tranquillity  and  Cheariulnefs  to 
Perfons  of  better  Condition,  who  under 
Apprehenfions  of  this  loathfome  and  infec¬ 
tious  Diford  er,  were  all  their  former 
Days  fubjecl  to  great  Anxiety  and  con- 
ffant  Fear. 

’Tis  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  Difcuffion 
of  feveral  Objections,  that  attended  the  In¬ 
fancy  of  this  ufeful  Practice,  which  Time 
and  fuller  Experience  have  now  removed  ; 

with 
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with  refpeCt  to  the  Communication  of  other 
Difeafes  with  the  variolous  Matter  ;  or  that 
certain  Ails  and  Complaints  have  follow’d 
the  inoculated  Diftemper  ;  of  both  which 
Inconveniencies  there  is  at  leaf  an  equal 
Hazard  upon  Infection,  by  an  unperceiv’d 
Contagion,  that,  like  a  Pejlilence  walketh 
in  Darknefs :  Or  that  the  Difeafe  is  more 
likely  to  return  after  Inoculation.  The  large 
Experience  of  many  Years  has  now  effectu¬ 
ally  removed  all  thefe  Objections,  nor  can  it 
be  wondred  at,  if  in  the  Infancy  of  the 
Practice  efpeciallyi  fome  few  Attempts  have 
prov’d  ineffectual. 

Beyond  all  Difpute,  in  the  voluntary 
Communication  of  this  Difeafe,  there  is  an 
happy  Opportunity  to  choofe  — The  be  ft 
Seafon  of  the  Year — The  early,  the  propereft 
Time  of  Life — A  Juncture  when  the  Difeafe 
itfelf  is  moft  favourable ,  and  the  Blood  is  in 
a  right  State  to  receive  it,  neither  too  much 

enriched,  nor  too  much  impoverifhed - 

To  prevent  treating  the  lirft  doubtful  Symp¬ 
toms  in  an  improper  manner — To  avoid 
Coldy  or  Inflammation  of  the  Bloody  by  Food, 

C  Liquors, 
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Liquors,  or  Exercife,  after  the  known  Infeo 
tion  is  received. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  only  fure  Evidence, 
real  Experience  and  Matter  of  Fadt ;  in  which 
almofl  every  Part  of  the  Globe,  Afta ,  Europe , 
and  America  give  a  concurrent  Teftimony — 
Great  Britain  in  particular  has  now 
had  a  Trial  of  this  voluntary  Method  of 
artificially  exciting  the  Diftemper  for  near 
thirty  Years  at  different  Times,  and  diftant 
Places,  with  very  great  Succefs. 

At  firft)  indeed,  in  this,  as  in  other  very 
ufeful  Articles,  the  Succefs  was  far  inferior 
to  what  longer  Experience,  and  repeated 
Trials  have  now  Jo  happily  accomplilh' d,  in 
this  Metropolis,  as  well  as  in  diverfe  other 
Places,  particularly  in  that  ufeful  Eftablifh- 
ment  formed  for  the  Reception  of  deferted 
young  Children  ;  and  more  efpecially  in  this 
Hof  pit al  peculiarly  inftituted  tor-  this  good 
Purpofe,  being  one  Branch  of  the  Charity 
for  which  we  are  now  affembled. 

Besides  this  general  Evidence  of  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  Inoculation,  I  can  fpeak  with 
more  A  durance  upon  the  beneficial  Effects 
of  that  Operation,  becaufe  I  fpeak  upon 

full 
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full  Information,  and  by  tlie  Permiffion  of 
three  Gentlemen  in  particular,  of  deferved 
Eminence  and  Diftindtion  in  the  Profef- 
ffon  *,  who  have  been  very  largely  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  confiderable  Time,  in  this  fa- 
'.utary  Pradtice.  It  cannot  therefore  fail  to 
give  this  worthy  Audience  much  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  to  be  thus  authentically  affined  ; 

I.  That  the  artificial  Communication  of 
the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation ,  is,  ai¬ 
med  without  Exception,  an  effectual 
Security  againft  that  dangerous  Symp¬ 
tom  the  fecond  Fever,  which  deftroys 
fo  great  Part  of  thofe  who  perifh  in  the 
natural  Way. 

II.  That  under  Inoculation,  there  is  fcarcc 
any  Difficulty  in  Breathing  or  Com¬ 
plaint  upon  the  Lungs,  which  Difor- 
der  produces  fo  many  bad  Effedls  when 
the  Diftemper  is  received  in  the  un¬ 
known  and  accidental  Manner. 

C  2  The 

*  Mr.  Serjeant  Ranby ,  Mr,  Serjeant  Hawkins ,  and  Mr. 
Middelton.  The  Nation  may  foon  hope  for  a  very  com- 
pleat,  ufeful,  and  welcome  Account  of  this  important  Af¬ 
fair,  from  the  firft  of  thefe  learned  Hands. 


(  II  ) 

The  IIId  and  moll  material  Article  is 
;  the  great  and  happy  Succefs,  as  to 
Numbers,  with  which  God’s  good 
Providence  has  bleffed  this  ufeful  Ope- 
ration  ;  Great,  beyond  the  mod  fan- 
guine  Plopes ;  fo  great  that  in  above 
Fifteen  Hundred  Perfons  inoculated 
by  thefe  eminent  Hands,  only  three  have 
died  ;  and  this  very  material  Fait  is  alfo 
confirmed  by  unexceptionable  Accounts 
from  diverfe  other  Places  *. 

But  that  a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance 
may  be  brought  to  fome  apparent  Certainty, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  enter  a  little  into 
Calculation.  From 

*  Thus,  for  Example,  the  learned  Dr.  Langrijh  of  Win- 
chefter ,  gives  the  following  Account: 

44  About  ten  Years  ago  the  Small  Pox  raged  furioufly 
64  in  JVinchefter ,  and  fome  neighbouring  Towns,  and  in 
66  the  natural  Way  proved  an  unkind  Sort,  which  induced 
44  great  Numbers  to  be  inoculated.  In  Portsmouth, 
44  Chichester,  Guilford,  Petersfield,  and  Win- 
44  chster,  we  reckon  near  two  thoufand  that  were  ino- 
44  culated  at  that  Time,  and  (except  two  Women,  who 
€4  were  both  with  Child ,  and  both  inoculated  contrary  to 
*4  the  Advice  of  their  Phyfician)  I  don't  remember  to  have 
44  heard  of  any  one  bad  Accident  that  befel  any  of  them, 
44  but  what  might  very  reafonably  have  been  fuppofed  to 
64  have  proved  worfe,  if  they  had  had  the  Small  Pox  in 
44  the  natural  Way.  More  than  this,  I  think,  can't  well 
€4  be  faid  to  prove  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Inoculation.” 


(  i3  ) 

From  the  annual  Account  within  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  (in  which  many  Places  in  and 
near  the  City  are  omitted)  it  appears,  that 
in  twenty  Years ,  viz.  from  the  Year  1731  to 
the  Year  1750  incluiive,  no  lefs  than  39, 1 1 5 
Perlons  have  died  of  this  fatal  Diftemper  ; 
which,  including  the  Places  not  inferted  in 
the  Weekly  Bills,  mu  ft  be  conftderably  more 
than  2,000  every  Year  that  fall  in  the  two 
adjoining  Cities  and  Parts  adjacent. 

And  if  only  one  in  feven  (which  is  a  very 
fufficient  Allowance)  is  fuppofed  to  die  by 
the  Diftemper  taken  in  the  natural  Way , 
then  the  whole  Number  of  Per  ions  who  in 
this  Period  of  twenty  Years  have  been  thus 
infected,  amounts  to  280,000,  and  of  thefe 
no  lefs  than  40,000  have  perifhed. 

But  if  in  every  Two  Hundred  one  fhould 
be  fuppofed  to  die  under  Inoculation ,  which, 
as  obferved  already,  is  really  much  more  than 
fall  by  that  artificial  Infection,  now  continu¬ 
ally  advancing  with  increafing  Safety  ;  and 
the  certain  Fa£t,  as  above  mentioned,  is  only 
one  in  500,  being  lefs  than  half  of  the  Num¬ 
ber  I  have  ftated — But  fuppofel  fay  one  in2oo 
to  die  under  Inoculation ,  then  had  this  arti¬ 
ficial  Method  of  conveying  the  Diftemper 
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univerfally  taken  place,  inftead  of  that  pro¬ 
digious  Deftrudion  of  Mankind,  40,000  in 
the  Space  of  20  Years  in  one  Diftrid,  no 
more  than  1400  had  periShed;  and  the  Dif¬ 
ference  in  that  fhort  Period  would  have  been 
no  lefs  than  Thirty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  Lives  preferved,  befides  the  nu¬ 
merous  Pofterity  that  might  have  been  de¬ 
rived  from  them.  And  were  this  Practice 
univerfal  in  thefe  two  Cities  only ,  Nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty  Lives,  under  the  Blef- 
fiefling  of  God,  would  be  annually  preferved. 

’Tis  a  pleating  Obfervation,  that  the 
Slaughter  made  by  this  formidable  Distem¬ 
per  is  greatly  decreafed,  the  Numbers  as  re-- 
corded  in  the  Yearly  Bills,  being  one-fifth 
leflened  fmce  this  Pradice  has  prevailed. 

Facts  like  thefe,  fpeak  fo  Strongly  and 
fo  clearly,  that  Reafoning  and  Argument 
muSt  be  quite  Superfluous,  to  excite  your 
generous  and  ample  Contributions,  which 
are  abfolutely  neceflary  to  carry  on  and  ex¬ 
tend  this  great ,  this  compajfionate ,  this  na¬ 
tional  Undertaking.  Humanity,  Regard  to 
our  Country,  the  Didates  of  Reafon,  and 
the  Precepts  of  Religion,  would  awaken  your 
generous  Sentiments  at  any  Jundure  ;  but 
1  efpecially 
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especially  at  this  unhappy  Period,  when  De¬ 
bauchery,  Vice ,  with  the  moft  deftruCtivc 
and  as  it  were  peftilential  Intemperance ,  are 
making  fuch  daily  and  dreadful  Havock 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland,  as  ren¬ 
ders  every  Dcftgn,  every  Attempt  to  preferve 
the  Lives  of  the  People,  extremely  feafona- 
ble,  and  to  the  higheft  Degree  neceflary  ! 

Those,  in  particular,  who  have  them- 
felves,  or  whofe  Children  have,  by  God’s 
great  Goodnefs,  fafely  pafled  thro’  the  Dan¬ 
gers  of  fo  deftruCtive  a  Diftemper,  by  this 
happy  Expedient ;  thofe  alfo  who  are  defi.- 
rous  to  obtain  the  divine  Bleffing  when  the 
Experiment  is  made  in  their  own  Family, 
cannot  fail  to  exceed  in  Bounty,  that  the 
Lives  of  the  Poor  (of  great  Regard  in  the 
Sight  of  God)  may  alfo  be  preferved. 

But  it  is  high  time  to  turn  our  Thoughts 
to  the  other  Branch  of  this  great  and  necef- 
fary  Undertaking,  the  Relief  of  deftitute  and 
miferable  Creatures,  labouring  under  this 
dreadful  Diftemper,  contracted  by  common 
Infedtion. 

This  mournful  Cafe  is  peculiarly  affe Cl¬ 
ing,  as  thefe  wretched  Sufferers  are  fo  really 
cafl  out  and  aff idled ;  afflicted  with  one  of 

the 


'(  ifl 


.the  for&Jl-  Maladies  incident  to  human  Na¬ 
ture,  call  out  and  abandoned  of  all  human 


This  beneficial  Charity  therefore  is  not  a 
new  Inftitution,  but  a  moft  defirable  Addi- 
tion,  and  a  necelfary  Supplement  to  all  other 
Hofpitals ,  fince  from  all  other  Hofpitals 
thefe  deftitute  and  miferable  Objects  are  un¬ 
avoidably  excluded ,  and  fometimes  even  for¬ 
cibly  expelled,  in  the  utmojl  Dijlrefs ,  and 
without  any  Place  of  Refuge  ! 

The  ufual  Danger  of  this  terrible  Dileale, 
is  by  this  Means  greatly  increafed,  I  might 
fay  afcertained,  by  their  abfolute  want  of  all 
necelfary  Care  and  Affiftance. 

Can  Thought  conceive  a  more  deplora¬ 
ble  Condition,  or  is  any  Sorrow  like  unto 
their  Sorrow  ?  Nor  Food,  nor  Fhyjic,  nor 
Bed  to  lie  upon,  nor  Houfe  to  cover  their 
dilealed  Bodies  from  the  coldeft  Blafts  of  the 
open  Air  !  This  is  no  Picture  drawn  by 
Imagination,  but  real  and  certain  tho’  mofb 
melancholy  Fad;,  which,  to  the  Knowledge 
of  many  who  now  hear  me,  has  occurred 
in  numerous,  affeding,  Blocking  Inftances, 
one  of  which  would  be  fufficient  to  move 
the  hardeft  Heart  of  any  Spedator. 

7  Persons 
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Persons  unavoidably  driven  out  from 
other  Hofpitals,  as  foon  as  this  Didemper 
appears  to  be  their  real  Complaint ;  induf- 
trious  Labourers  that  come  from  far,  in  the 
bufy  Time  of  Harveft,  with  many  others, 
in  fimilar  Circumftances,  make  up  the  In- 
dances  that  fo  frequently  occur,  of  wretched 
Objects  quite  dejlitute  of  -Friends ,  or  Habita¬ 
tion  into  which  they  can  gain  Ad  million. 

But  where  the  Calamity  does  not  reach 
this  .extream  Degree  of  Woe  and  Mifery, 
there  is  Hill,  in  too  many  fad  Inftanccs, 
Diftrefs  enough  to  melt  any  human  Heart. 

Take,  for  Example ,  a  Cafe  that  lately 
happened. 

A  poor  Man  lick  of  this  Dijlemper ,  of 
which  his  Wife  lay  dead  in  the  fame  Room, 
with  four  Children  around  him  catching  the 
■dreadful  InfeSlion ,  but  deftitute  of  all  Re¬ 
lief,  till  they  found  fome  in  that  too  narrow 
Building,  which  now  importunately  begs 
your  compaffionate  Bounty  to  enlarge  its 
Dimenfions,  that  you  may  then ,  without 
Repulfe  or  RefuJ'af  bring  the  Poor  that  are 
cajl  out  and  affli&ed,  to  a  Houfe  of  Mercy  ! 

It  would  afford  greater  Joy  to  reflect, 
tho’  fome  have  died  in  this  Place,  and  no 

D  wonder. 
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wonder,  when  they  often  come  almoft  in 
the  daft  Stage  of  the  Diftemper,  that  yet 
near  800  poor  Creatures  have,  by  the  Blef- 
ling  of  the  Almighty,  received  a  Cure  under 
this  pious  and  charitable  Inftitution,  were 
not  this  joy  darkened  by  a  Cloud  of  unre¬ 
lieved  Diftrefs  and  Mifery. 

But  cruel  it  would  be,  in  the  liigheft 
Degree,  to  peer  rejedfed  Supplicants,  and 
unfaithful  to  the  Nation,  not  to  publifh, 
that  the  prefent  ■  Supplies  for  this  excellent 
and  neceffary  Undertaking,  are  fo  defective 
and  inadequate,  that  the  Doors  of  this  cha¬ 
ritable  Houfe,  all  the  Beds  being  full,  are 
continually  fhut  againft  a  great  Number  of 
miferable  Objedfs,  fometimes  [even  or  eighty 
in  one  Day,  who  implore  Admittance;  but, 
alafs !  implore  in  vain  !  The  Extent  of  the 
prefent  Building  is  by  much  too  fmall,  and 
the  prefent  Fund  quite  infufficient  to  en¬ 
large  it.  Befides  that  Anguifh  of  Heart 
which  thefe  unhappy  Creatures  feel,  upon 
being  rejedfed,  the  Public  alfo  may  fuffer 
greatly. 

For,  could  fuch  poor  Wretches  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  an  Hofpital  before  the  Difeafe 

becomes 
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becomes  infectious,*  and  continued  there  till 
they  had  obtain’d  a  Cure,  and  the  Infection 
ceafed ;  the  fpreading  of  this  pernicious 
Malady  might  be  very  much  leffen’d,  which 
now  in  a  Courfe  of  Communication  ol  its 
fubtile  Particles  goes  far  and  wide,  and 
fometimes  makes  fad  Devaluation  in  the 
bell  and  greatell  Houfes.  I  delire  not  to 
open  the  Wounds  of  thole  I  greatly  regard, 
or  revive  my  own  Sympathy  for  the  affecting 
Loffes,  in  the  Prime  and  Bloom  of  Life,  fo 
many  noble  and  refpedtable  Families  have 
fuflain’d  by  this  undiftinguilhing  Deftroyen 
’Tis  too  melancholy  a  Thought  to  dwell 
upon,  and  is  mentioned  only  to  excite  our 
Attention  to  that  Practice  which  renders  this 
grievous  Malady  lefs  fatal,  and  to  engage 
our  Compallion  to  the  afflicted  Poor,  when 
they  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  vilited  by  the 
fame  Difeafe. 

Man,  it  is  always  faid,  is  a  focial  Crea¬ 
ture,  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain  that  he  ought 
to  be  a  religious  one  ;  but  if  ever  this  Cha- 
radter  can  fhine  with  diftinguifhed  Lultre, 

D  2  •  and 

*  It  is  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  fame  Care  was 
taken,  upon  all  Orcafions,  not  to  fpread  this  Diftemper,  as 
is  ufually  taken  to  avoid  involuntary  'Infection,  by  thofe 
who  are  liable  to  it. 
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and  Society  and  the  Influence  of  pure  and 
undefiled  Religion,  appear  with  fuperior 
Advantage,  it  muft  be  in  fuch  Aflemblies 
as  this ,  colleded  for  the  Purpofes  of  pious 
Benevolence  and  Compafiion,  in  Behalf  of 
the  afflided  Part  of  our  own  Species. 

And  if  ever  Scenes  of  Wretchednefs  and 
Mifery  ought  to  move  the  Heart,  and  en¬ 
gage  thefe  amiable  Difpofitions,  the  deep 
and  deplorable  Diflrefs  of  the  Objects  now 
under  Confideration,  will  certainly  produce 
that  defirable  Effed,  and  to  a  Degree  an- 
fwerable  to  the  large  Supplies  that  are  abfo- 
lutely  requifite  in  a  Cafe  fo  very  extenfive. 

Reflect,  with  Attention,  upon  that 
beautiful,  and,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  very  ap- 
pofite  Parable  of  the  hard-hearted  rich  Man,, 
and  the  afflided  Lazarus ,  drawn  by  the 
compafionate  Saviour  of  Mankind,  to  excite 
Benevolence  and  Pity, ,  by  reprefenting  the 
different  Fate  and  Condition  of  the  uncha¬ 
ritable  Rich,  and  the  diftrefied  Poor ,  in  this 
World,  and  in  the  next. 

There  was  a  certain  rich  Man  who  fared 
fumptuoujiy  every  Day  j  and  there  was  a 
certain  Beggar ,  named  Lazarus ,  which  was 
laid  at  the  rich  Man’s  Gate,  full  of  Sores , — 

unpi- 
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unpitied,  unrelieved  ! —  Moreover  the  Dogs 
came  and  licked  his  Sores. — View  the  awful 
Scene  that  follows,  where  the  unmerciful 
rich  Man,  lifting  up  his  Eyes ,  in  Hell,  be¬ 
ing  in  Torment,  in  vain  follicits  for  that 
Mercy  and  Relief,  which  he,  in  the'Day  of 
his  Profperity ,  had  cruelly  denied  to  his 
afflicted  Brother  ;  Son,  fays  the  holy  Patri¬ 
arch  whom  he  importuned  for  a  Drop  of 
PC ater  to  cool  his  ‘Tongue ,  Remember  that  thou 
in  thy  Life  time  receivedjl  thy  good  Things , 
and  likewife  Lazarus  his  evil  Things  ;  but 
now  he  is  comforted ,  and  thou  art  tormented! 

But  obferve,  that  in  the  Senfe  of  the 
Golpel,  whoever  has  fufficient  Ability  to 
relieve  his  lick  and  deftitute  Brother,  and 
does  it  not,  that  uncharitable  Perfon  is,  in- 
truth,  the  rich  Man  intended  by  the  Pa¬ 
rable. 

Carry  on  your  Thoughts  then  to  that 
awful  Day ,  when  you  alfo  mu  ft  appear  in 
Judgment ;  and,  if  your  prefent  Benevo¬ 
lence  does  not  prevent  it,  raid  undergo  the 
fame  fad  Doom,  when  your  tremendous 
judge  fflall  fay,  and  what  is  the  flinging 
Aggravation,  your  own  Confidence  lay,  (as  the 
Prophet  of  old  to  the  guilty  Prince) — ‘TIjou 
art  the  Man!  But 
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Bur,  Brethren,  we  hope  better  Tilings 
of  you,  even  fuch  as  accompany  Salvation  ; 
and  that  with  chearful  Hearts,  and  very  li¬ 
beral  Hands,  you  will  extend  your  much 
wanted  Beneficence,  proportioned  in  home 
Meafure  to  the  prodigious  Diftrefs  of  the 
prodigious  Numbers  that  ftand  in  need  of 


this  compaffionate  Relief. 

Have  you,  yourfelves,  undergone  this 
loathfome ,  and  grievous  Difeafe  ?  have  you 
feen  your  Friends  or  Children  under  it,  ai- 
fifted  with  all  the  Advantages  of  affectionate 
Help,  and  Ikilful  Art  ?  Think  then,  and 
confider,  how  wretched.,  how  deplorable ,  is 
the  Cafe  of  a  deffitute  Creature,  vifited  by 
the  fame  difmal  Malady,  without  Medi¬ 
cine,  and  without  Attendance . 

Yield  to  the  benevolent  Didtates  of  hu¬ 
man  Nature  ;  purlue  and  gratify  the  ratio-r 
nal  Feelings  and  Sympathy  of  your  own 
Mind  ;  hide  not  thyfelf  prom  thine  own 
Flejh,  preferve  the  Lives  of  your  Brethren, 
afflicted,  dejlitute,  Jick,  and  abandoned  Bre¬ 
thren  ;  feme  of  them  perhaps  at  this  very 
Inftant,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  Fund  to 
procure  more  extenfive  Relief,  unavoidably 
delivered  up  to  the  two  mod  woful  Com¬ 


panions, 
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panions,  Poverty  and  Sicknefs ;  excluded 
from  this  too  fcanty  Houfe,  and  miierably 
coniigned  over  to  Grief \  Defpair,  and  ai¬ 
med:  certain  Death.  Good  God  !  is  there 
one  Heart  here  prefent  hard  enough  to  bear 
the  affecting  Thought! 

Do  Good  therefore,  this  important  Good, 
while  you  have  Opportunity  ;  to  many  of 
us,  and  God  only  knows  to  whom,  this  may 
be  the  lafl  Opportunity.  Neglect  it  not.  Be 
grieved  for  the  Afflictions  of  your  Brother  ; 
Bring  the  Poor  that  are  cajl  out ,  to  thy  Houfe 
of  Mercy  ;  promote  the  Welfare  of  your 
Country;  derive  from  the  God  of  Heaven  a 
Blelling  upon  your  own  Children  and  Fa¬ 
mily,  who  are  equally  expofed  to  this  Arrow 
of  the  Almighty !  and  fecure  to  yourielf  the 
everlafting  Favour  of  the  Father  of  .Mercies, 
and  God  of  all  Comfort.  Amen. 

FINIS. 

Subscriptions  and  Benefactions  are 
taken  in  either. 

For  the  general  Defign , 

For  the  particidar  Purfoje  of  Inoculation, 

For 
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For  the  Relief  of  thofe  'who  labour  under  the 
Difemper  in  the  natural  bVay, 

By  Sir  Jofeph  and  Sir  Thomas  Hankey, 
Bankers  in  Fenchurch- Street ;  Meff.  Iron- 
1'ide,  Belehier  and  How,  in  Lombard- 
Street  ;  Mr.  George  Campbell,  Banker  in 
the  Strand  ;  Fotherley  Baker,  E]q\  Irea- 
furer  to  the  Hospital,  at  his  Houfe  at  Ha- 
berdaihers-Hall  ;  or  by  the  Committee,  on 
every  Jecond  and  fourth  Thurfday  in  the 
Month ,  at  St.  Paul’-f  Coffee  Houfe. 
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